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attributes the saying to his father, Bungo, and Sam says it was a com-
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Houghton Mifflin, 2001), 5-11.
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Books, 2001), 166.
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Joseph Stalin were vocal opponents of cosmopolitanism.
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(32) “Kindness to Strangers” is the title of the last chapter of Appiah’s
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(1) Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, II-11, Q. 118, art. 4. Aquinas

notes that in a broader sense, greed refers to an “immoderate love of

VY-



«Q\.nf\.” U_ASB»

possessing,” whether of riches or other coveted things (II-1I, Q. 118, art.
2). (Yes, that includes your collection of vintage Pabst beer cans.)

(2) John Stossel, “Greed Is Good,” Townhall, April 26, 2006, http://
townhall.com/columnists/JohnStossel/2006/04/26/greed_is_good. Ivan
Boesky, a disgraced Wall Street financier, said in a 1985 commencement
address, “Greed is all right, by the way. I think greed is healthy. You can be
greedy and still feel good about yourself.” Quoted in Bob Greene, “Boesky
Learned Greed Wasn’t Healthy after All,” Boca Raton News, December 19,
1986, 3C. The punchier version of Boesky’s remarks—“Greed is good”—
was uttered by the Gordon Gekko character (Michael Douglas) in the 1987
film Wall Street.

(3) This point is given classical expression in the metaphor of the
“invisible hand” in Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776; repr., New
York: Modern Library, 1937), 423. For a contemporary defense of free-
market capitalism, see Deepak Lal, Reviving the Invisible Hand: The Case
for Classical Liberalism in the Twenty-First Century (Princeton, NJ: Prince-
ton University Press, 2006).

(4) Aquinas, Summa Theologica, II-11, Q. 118, art. 1, ad. 2.

(5) Sir Thomas More, Utopia, trans. and ed. Robert M. Adams (New
York: W. W. Norton, 1975), 89-90.

(6) Plato, Laws, trans. Benjamin Jowett, The Dialogues of Plato (New
York: Random House, 1937), II: 581. Some would see resonances of this
description in the conduct of Wall Street bankers and mortgage lenders,
whose irresponsible greed, many believe, sparked the deep global reces-
sion that began in 2007.

(7) Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854; repr., Roslyn, NY: Walter
J. Black, 1942), 106. Many of Thoreau’s ideas are reflected in the contem-

porary voluntary simplicity movement, which touts the benefits of living
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a simple, low-consumption lifestyle, including less stress, more oppor-
tunities for leisure activities and personal growth, and less impact on the
environment. For a classic introduction to the voluntary simplicity move-
ment, see Duane Elgin, Voluntary Simplicity: Toward a Way of Life That Is
Outwardly Simple, Inwardly Rich, rev. ed. (New York: Quill, 1993).

(8) Lao-tzu, Tao Te Ching, trans. Lin Yutang, in Lin Yutang, ed., The
Wisdom of China and India (New York: Modern Library, 1942), 602.

(9) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Hobbit: or, There and Back Again (New York:
Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 282.

(10) Harold Kushner, When All You've Wanted Isn’t Enough: The
Search for a Life That Matters (New York: Summit Books, 1986), 52.

(11) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring
(New York: Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 58.

(12) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
(New York: Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 406.

(13) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 87.

(14) Ibid., 197.

(15) Ihid., 253.

(16) Ihid., 305.

(17) 1 Timothy 6:10 (“the love of money is the root of all evil”).

(18) Aquinas, Summa Theologica, I-11, Q. 84, art. 1. Another reason is
that greed, perhaps more than any other human passion, has the power
to fix the mind and the heart on earthly rather than heavenly goods. For
classic expressions of this theme, see Dante, The Divine Comedy, trans.
John Ciardi (New York: W. W. Norton, 1977), 295—-99 (Canto 19), and Ge-
offrey Chaucer, “The Parson’s Tale,” in Canterbury Tales (Garden City, NY:
International Collector’s Library, 1934), 595-96.

(19) Thoreau, Walden, 28, 29, 30, 32. As Aragorn remarks, “One who

cannot cast away a treasure at need is in fetters.” J. R. R. Tolkien, The Lord
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of the Rings: The Two Towers (New York: Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001),
185.

(20) Humphrey Carpenter, ed., The Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1981), 158; Tolkien, The Hobbit, 216, 237. In its extreme
forms, avarice can literally be a kind of sickness—a true pathological con-
dition. David Hume, “Of Avarice,” in Essays Moral, Political, Literary, ed.
Eugene F. Miller (Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Classics, 1987), 570-71.

(21) John Henry Newman, “The Dangers of Riches,” in Parochial and
Plain Sermons (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1987), 448.

(22) Tom Morris, Philosophy for Dummies (Foster City, CA: IDG Books,
1999), 308. See also Plutarch, “Of Avarice, or Covetousness,” in Moralia,
trans. Philemon Holland (London: Dent, 1911), 277; and Boethius, The
Consolation of Philosophy, trans. V. E. Watts (Harmondsworth, UK: Pen-
guin Books, 1969), 57.

(23) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 82.

(24) Ibid., 81.

(25) Mike Wilson, “Schisms, Murder, and Hungry Ghosts in Shangri-
la,” CrossCurrents, Spring 1999, 26.

(26) Socrates (ca. 470—399 BCE) also taught that virtue is knowledge
and that no one does wrong willingly. See, for example, Protagoras 345d,
Meno 78a, Timaeus 86d.

(27) Gregory Bassham, “Tolkien’s Six Keys to Happiness,” in The Lord
of the Rings and Philosophy: One Ring to Rule Them All, ed. Gregory
Bassham and Eric Bronson (Chicago: Open Court, 2003), 49—-60.

(28) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 126.

(29) Lao-tzu, “Tao Te Ching,” in A Sourcebook of Chinese Philosophy,
trans. and ed. Wing-Tsit Chan (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,

1963), 162. Such Taoist parallels shouldn’t be pressed too far, of course.
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There are certainly features of Beorn, such as his fierceness and appalling
temper, that reflect his roots in Norse mythology as a werebear berserker
(literally, “bear-shirt”), rather than a placid Taoist sage. For more on Be-
orn’s Norse origins, see John Rateliff, A History of The Hobbit (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 2007), 1:256-60.

(30) Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring, 111; Tolkien, The Return of
the King, 310.

(31) Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring, 28.

(32) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 1.

(33) Ibid., 16.

(34) Ibid., 22.

(35) Ibid., 268.
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(1) As Pippin says good-naturedly to young Bergil (who threatens to

stand him on his head or lay him on his back), “We know some wrestling
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tricks in my little country.” J. R. R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings: The
Return of the King (New York: Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 29.

(2) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring
(New York: Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 1. Indeed, prior to his jour-
ney to the Lonely Mountain, Thorin disdained hobbits as a race of “food-
growers.” J. R. R. Tolkien, “The Quest of Erebor,” in Unfinished Tales of
Numenor and Middle-Earth, ed. Christopher Tolkien (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1980), 332.

(3) Tolkien himself was a scrappy (if undersized) athlete in his youth.
When Tolkien attended a class reunion at King Edward’s School, he found
he was remembered more for his prowess in rugby than as a scholar.
Humphrey Carpenter, ed., The Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1981), 70.

(4) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Hobbit: or, There and Back Again (New York:
Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 57.

(5) Ibid., 95.

(6) Ibid., 73.

(7) Friedrich Schiller, On the Aesthetic Education of Man, trans. Regi-
nald Snell (Mineola, NY: Dover, 2004), 79.

(8) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 51.

(9) Schiller, On the Aesthetic Education of Man, 79.

(10) Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Part I, Q. 73, art. 2; Part
II-1I, Q. 35; and Part III, Q. 84.

(11) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 1.

(12) Charles S. Peirce, “A Neglected Argument for the Reality of God,”
in The Essential Peirce (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998),
2:436.

(13) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 49.



(14) Ibid., 52.

(15) Quoted in Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 2.40.

(16) This distinction of the three types of good is found in Plato, The
Republic, 2.357b—d.

(17) Xenophon, “Cynegetica,” in Xenophon in Seven Volumes, trans.
E. C. Marchant (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1971), 7:373.

(18) Plato, Phaedrus, 276d. See also Arthur A. Krentz, “Play and Ed-
ucation in Plato’s Republic,” Boston University, http://www.bu.edu/wcp/
Papers/Educ/EducKren.htm; and Drew Hyland, The Question of Play (Lan-
ham, MD: University Press of America, 1984), 139-63.

(19) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, 1176b33. This is a loose transla-
tion; the exact translation is “to play in order that one might be serious.”

(20) Alexander Pope, Epistles to Several Persons, 1.102.

(21) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 70. Gandalf also points out that Smaug has
never smelled hobbits—a big advantage, given the dragon’s keen nose.
Tolkien, “The Quest of Erebor,” 333.

(22) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 158.

(23) Ibid., 3.

(24) Joseph L. Esposito, “Play and Possibility,” Philosophy Today,
Summer 1974.

(25) Hyland, The Question of Play, 139.

(26) I am indebted to Tolkien scholar Matthew T. Dickerson for this
insight.

(27) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 62.

(28) Ibid., 60-61.

(29) Johan Huizinga, Homo Ludens (Boston: Beacon Press, 1950), 146—
57.

(30) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 290.
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(31) Schiller, On the Aesthetic Education of Man, 80.

(32) J. R.R. Tolkien, The Silmarillion, ed. Christopher Tolkien (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1977), 43.

(33) Immanuel Kant, On Education, 2.55, 4.65—69.

(34) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 227.

(35) J. R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (New York:
Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 260.

(36) C. S. Lewis, “The Hobbit,” in On Stories (San Diego: Harcourt,
1982), 81.
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down into town. This fear might not be irrational, but notice that it’s not
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(17) In Tolkien’s works, dragon-sickness is a spell or a curse that pro-
duces a powerful lust for treasure on which a dragon has long brooded.
Thorin succumbs to the sickness until he heroically breaks free of its in-
fluence after the Battle of Five Armies. For more on dragon-sickness in
The Hobbit and Tolkien’s other writings, see John D. Rateliff, The History
of The Hobbit (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007), 2:595-600.

(18) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 237.

(19) Plato, “The Apology,” in Five Dialogues, trans. G. M. A. Grube
(Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 1981), 44.

(20) Plato, “The Republic,” in Five Dialogues.

(21) Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, trans.
Mary Gregor (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1998), 8. As is
the case with most philosophers, the interpretation of Kant is a tricky
business. Kant’s defenders would undoubtedly (and fairly) point out that
his views are more complicated and sophisticated than we’re able to ac-
knowledge in such a brief encounter with his thought.

(22) In the closing scene of The Hobbit, however, Gandalf signals that
Bilbo has not merely been lucky. The idea that what appears to be a mat-
ter of luck may be the workings of a hidden providence is even more
pronounced in The Lord of the Rings. See chapter 15 in this book for a dis-

cussion of luck and providence.
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(1) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Hobbit: or, There and Back Again (New York:
Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 212, 223, 289. An early draft of chapter
13 of The Hobbit speaks of Bilbo’s “proven and astonishing luck.” John
D. Rateliff, The History of The Hobbit (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007),
2:578.
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mond, The J. R. R. Tolkien Companion and Guide: Reader’s Guide (New
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York: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 324—33. Scull and Hammond do not at-
tempt a definitive explanation of how free will and providence or fate can
be reconciled.
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ditch (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975), 80—103; Harry Frankfurt, The
Importance of What We Care About (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University
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Worth Wanting (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1984).
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University Press, 1983).

(11) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Silmarillion, ed. Christopher Tolkien (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1977), 41, 42.
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their later actions are simply the reflections of premade free choices of
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(14) Kathleen Dubs also argues for a Boethian interpretation of
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as a non-Christian approach seems clearly mistaken. Kathleen E. Dubs,
“Providence, Fate and Chance: Boethian Philosophy in The Lord of the
Rings,” in Tolkien and the Invention of Myth, ed. Jane Chance (Lexington:
University Press of Kentucky, 2004), 133—44.

(15) Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy, trans. V. E. Watts (Lon-
don: Penguin Books, 1981), 165.

(16) Tolkien, The Silmarillion, 20. Tolkien's close friend, C. S. Lewis,
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Letters (New York: Macmillan, 1961), 136—40.

(17) Tolkien, “Osanwe-kenta,” 24.

(18) Ibid., 31.
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(New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 60.

(20) Linda Zagzebski, “Foreknowledge and Free Will,” in Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Stanford University, http://plato.stanford
.edu/entries/free-will-foreknowledge/. This article also serves as an ex-
cellent introduction to other approaches to solving the problem. Note also
that even if the Boethian solution explains how divine foreknowledge and
free will can be compatible, more is needed to explain divine providence,
since providence requires God acting in advance of a person’s choices.
But such issues are beyond the scope of this chapter.
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(1) J. R. R. Tolkien, The Hobbit: or, There and Back Again (New York:
Del Rey/Ballantine Books, 2001), 33.

(2) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans. W. D. Ross, in The Basic Works
of Aristotle, ed. Richard McKeon (New York: Random House, 2001).

(3) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 74.

(4) Ihid., 76

(5) Philosophers do, however, regularly criticize faulty data-gathering
techniques.

(6) Philosophers who work on problems with reasoning are typically
concerned with one of two fields. They study either epistemology, which is
the study of knowledge and reasons for belief or action, or logic, which is
the study of all kinds of reasoning. Many mathematicians and economists
also work in reasoning-related fields, like decision theory and game the-
ory. Philosophers benefit greatly from their interactions with experts in
these fields.

(7) This can also make you a Yahtzee master! For a more involved
introduction to expected utility theory, see Ian Hacking, An Introduction
to Probability and Inductive Logic (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University
Press, 2001).

(8) Companies and organizations can use expected utility as long as
the group values the same outcomes—for instance, greater profit margin
or reducing overhead. In our case, Bilbo might value the creature comforts
of home more than he fears trouble. But since he is the son of Belladonna

Took, probably not.

AR



(9) One alternative is to employ the basic idea of expected utility
but to use abstractions rather than real numbers: positive (+), negative
(=), and zero (0). (For more on qualitative reasoning, see Simon Parsons,
Qualitative Methods for Reasoning under Uncertainty ((Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press, 2001]). If we judge both outcomes of a decision to be posi-
tive, the overall decision is a positive one and probably a safe bet. If both
are negative, the decision is negative and probably a poor choice. There
is a set of differential equations that makes this approach useful even
for complicated decision procedures, but for our simple case, our for-
mula for expected utility will yield the same results. Unfortunately, this
method won't help our bedraggled company. Even though we know op-
tion 2 is bad, option 1 is unknown. This is because we don’t know whether
(—) and (+) cancel each other out or whether one is greater than the other.
We are in no position to compare results.

(10) Conditional probability: P(B/A) = (P(A) X P(B))/P(A).

(11) To speak precisely about probability, we need a couple of sym-
bols. Let P stand for “the probability that,” and let/stand for “given
that.” So “(K»/K;)” should be read: “I draw a king given that I've al-
ready drawn a king.” Our conditional probability (“The probability that
I will draw a king given that I have already drawn a king”) now looks like
this: P(K>/K1). Inserting our figures into our formula from note 10, we

can see the difference:

ye-
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Keeping the first king Putting the first king back
P(Ky) =4/52 P(Ky1) =4/52

P(K») = 3/51 (since we P(K») = 4/52 (since we
kept K; out) put K; back in the deck)
Therefore: P(K2 /K1) = Therefore: P(K»>/K7) =

3/51x4/52=3/51 (or 5.9%) 4/52x4/52 =4/52 (or 7.7%)
4/52 4/52

(12) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 151.

(13) Ibid.

(14) States of character are “the things in virtue of which we stand well
or badly with reference to the passions.” Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics,
II.5, 1105b25.

(15) Someone who has no fear “would be a sort of madman or insen-
sible person.” Ibid., II.7, 1115b.

(16) Ibid., I11.7, 1116a.

(17) Ibid., 1IL.6, 1115a.

(18) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 35.

(19) Ibid., 108.

(20) Ihid., 221.

(21) Ihid.

(22) Ibid., 214-15.

(23) Ibid., 301.
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Other Poems,” in Selected Poems, ed. John O. Hayden (London: Penguin
Books, 1994), 450.

(3) Ihid., 61.

(4) Tolkien, The Hobbit, 290.

(5) There is, in fact, a strange moment during the Council of Elrond
in The Lord of the Rings when Gandalf has to explain that Bilbo is now
relating the true story of how he got the Ring from Gollum. Those of us
who have read The Hobbit as it stands in all of the editions available over
the last fifty years end up hearing the story that we have always heard. In
the first edition of The Hobbit, however, the story was somewhat different,
a fact that Gandalf accounts for in his claim that Bilbo initially lied.

(6) For ways in which Bilbo becomes ennobled as a result of his ex-
periences, see chapter 1 in this volume.

(7) William Blake, Poetry and Prose of William Blake, ed. David V. Erd-
man (New York: Doubleday, 1970), 8.
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(9) Ibid., 8.

(10) For discussions of possible connections between Tolkien and
Blake, see Robley Evans, J. R. R. Tolkien (New York: Warner Books, 1972),
25-26,45-46; and Randall Helms, Tolkien’s World (Boston: Houghton Mif-
flin, 1974), 57-59, 69—-72. According to his diary, Tolkien first read Blake’s
prophetic books in early 1919 and was astonished at some of the simi-
larities between Blake’s imaginative creations and his own. Christina Scull
and Wayne G. Hammond, The J. R. R. Tolkien Companion and Guide:
Chronology (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 107-108.
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